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Dual Perspectives on Wansuh Park
— A Digital Analysis Explores Institutional and Gender Studies —
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Wansuh Park(1931~2011) is now considered a notable scholar. This study argues
that her status, as such, results from some rapid changes which took place in
the 2010s. By examining reviews of Park’s works during the 2010s, this study
identifies fluctuations in the scholarly appraisals of her work and discusses the
extent to which they were influenced by the initiatives of contemporary literary
journals. Previous research has shown that the academic landscape of the
2010s led to a major shift in Wansuh Park studies, especially after her death in
2011, and with the ‘feminism reboot’ of 2015. Following up on this, the present
study examines whether there was a marked change in the citation frequency
of Wansuh Park’s works, and also checks the flow and content of research

trends before and after 2015. Using statistical analysis and citation network
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analysis, digital humanities are our basic methodology, but we also attempt to
overcome the limitations of such quantitative means by some qualitative
analysis. The results of the study are as follows. First, the gender of the
researcher was a significant variable in the tendency of academics to study
Wansuh Park. Citation frequency analysis shows that male researchers cited
Park more in the first half of the 2010s and female researchers more in the
second half of the 2010s. There was also a difference in focus: male researchers
focused on Park’s works from the 1970s, especially during 2011, while female
researchers cited her novels from the 1990s, starting in 2018. The reversal of
the researchers’ gender ratio has thus led to a diversification of their research
objects. Second, keyword analysis shows that after 2015 there was an increase
in gender-related terms, and also those associated with seniority, whereas the
use of words related to the Korean War decreased. Third, through citation
frequency analysis and network analysis, we found that Feminism and Korean
Literature has emerged as an important hub for Wansuh Park research since
2015. As well as publishing many articles connected with Wansuh Park, this
journal has also established a network of Wansuh Park researchers who are
academically linked through their citations. Thus, the current study effectively
illustrates changes in the trend of Wansuh Park research since 2008, and also
establishes how deliberate and motivated academic initiatives have driven

these changes.





