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<ABSTRACT>
Narrative Structure and Cultural—Historical

Significance of ‘Meongteongguri’, Korea’'s First

Serialized Newspaper Comic
Jang Woo—Ri" ‘Kim Byungjun*-Jun Bong Gwan"""

This study examines the narrative characteristics and cultural-historical significance of
“Meongteongguri”, Korea’s first long-running comic series published in the Chosun Ilbo
from 1924 to 1933. The research team utilized deep learning technology to accurately
identify bibliographic information and collect 743 episodes of the series. Subsequently,
based on the series’ creative methods and narrative structure, we analyzed the zeitgeist and
cultural landscape of colonial Korea as reflected in specific episodes.

We first explored how major historical events and institutional/social changes of the
tumultuous 1920s were reflected in Meongteong’s daily life, analyzing the multifaceted
clash between modern and traditional cultures. Next, we highlighted various episodes that
showcase “Meongteongguri’s” unique commentary on the political realities of colonial
rule, uncovering critical messages about imperialism and oppressive state power embedded
in what has often been regarded primarily as entertainment comics. Lastly, by examining
the new concepts of romance and modern family depicted in the series within their
historical context, we investigated the changing family relationships and patriarchal
structures of the time.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the four-panel comic “Meongteongguri” is
not merely a form of entertainment but a significant cultural-historical document that
vividly captures the changes, conflicts, and colonial realities of contemporary Korean
society. This research provides a foundation for a more nuanced understanding of the
complex aspects of Korean popular culture during the Japanese colonial period and its
historical context, while also underscoring the need for in-depth follow-up studies on the

significance of “Meongteongguri” in the history of comics, culture, and journalism.

Key Words : Meongteongguri, four-panel comic, editorial cartoon, Japanese colonial
period, modern culture
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