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Abstract

The Expansion and Diversification of
Webtoon-Related Research in the Korean
Academic Field

A Structural Topic Modeling Based on KCI Paper
Bibliographic Data from 2003 to 2023

Yun Ho Lee
Byungjun Kim

—|— his study analyzes the expansion and diversification of webtoon-related re-
search in the Korean academic field, focusing on articles published in Korea
Citation Index (KCI) journals from 20083 to 2023, Employing a digital humanities ap-
proach, we collected and preprocessed bibliographic information from 670 papers
and conducted a structural topic modeling analysis,

The results reveal a significant surge in webtoon-related research starting in 2014,
with further acceleration post-2022. This research has expanded beyond Arts and
Kinesiology to encompass diverse fields including Humanities, Social Sciences,
Interdisciplinary Studies, and Engineering. While early studies predominantly focused
on "media utilization and remediation," research themes have diversified to include
"market and industry," "social discourse and representation," and "utilization of webt-
oon original IP."

Notably, Humanities research has actively engaged with "source material exploration
and development" and "social discourse and representation," indicating that webt-
oons are being seriously considered as academic texts, The increase in "market and
industry" and "commercial utilization and consumer" studies within Social Sciences
demonstrates growing interest in the practical applications of webtoons,

This study contributes to the field by systematically analyzing trends in webtoon re-
search, thereby providing foundational data for exploring future research directions
and facilitating interdisciplinary expansion, By offering a comprehensive overview of
the evolving landscape of webtoon studies, this research serves as a valuable re-
source for scholars and practitioners in the field.

Key words | webtoon, research trends, bibliographic information, text mining, topic
modeling, digital humanities
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