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The Influence of Writer-Critic relationships and Critic’s 
Structural Positions on the Sales Growth in Book Market: 

2010-2015

Lee, Won Jae Kim, Byung Jun Jun, Bong Gwan

We statistically analyzed the influence of critics on the book’s sales using longitudinal 

data of book sales, bibliographies of the three major publishers, and the socio-demography 

of writers and critics. The social homogeneity between writer and critic, and the critic’s 

structural position turned out to increase the sales growth of the book. The results 

support the literatury power hypothesis that social relations are mobilized to serve 

commercial purposes. A theoretical mechanism of Korean literary power is suggested.

Key words: Literature power, Critic power, Social power, Commercial power, Social network 

analysis, Longitudinal statistics.
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