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[Abstract]

Portraits of Foucault in the Realm of Korean Modern
Literature:
Tracing Changes in Foucault Citations through Bibliographic Data

from KCI-Indexed Journals, 2008-2021

Hub, Ye-sel, Sungkyunkwan University
Kim, Byungjun, KAIST

Choi, Joochan, Sungkyunkwan University
Choi, Jin Seok, Sungkyunkwan University

This study aimed to examine the role of Michel Foucault’s writings in modern
Korean literary research by tracing the changes in citation patterns of his work
in the Korean academic field of modern literature since the late 2000s. The
methodology included statistical analysis, structural topic modeling, and
qualitative analysis of actual citations. The findings are as follows:

Firstly, apart from a significant decrease in 2020, the frequency of citations
of Foucault’s work has been on an increasing trend. His works were cited
in the order of their middle, early, and late periods, with consistent interest
in “Discipline and Punish” and a notable increase in citations of “Heterotopia.”
Additionally, the difference in topics between papers that cited Foucault and
those that did not was examined through the effect of nominal variables. It
was found that papers citing Foucault prominently featured topics related to
(political) discourse, the Other, and space.

Secondly, a significant gender difference in citation patterns was observed.

Statistically, women cited Foucault more than men. Within the gender groups,
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women significantly focused on the topics of the Other/subject and gender,
while men were more engaged with language/text, criticism/literary history.
In summary, although Foucault’s thoughts on the origins of modern literature
are explained from the standpoint of language, interestingly, Korean researchers
in modern literature have been more actively adopting his thoughts on power
and politics, portraying him as a micro-analyst of power. Concurrently, the
political and resistant aspects of Foucault’s discussions on power, particularly
evident in the Korean translations and citations of “Heterotopia,” have been

further expanded and solidified predominantly by female researchers.

Key Words: Foucault, Modern Korean Literature, Digital Humanities,
Structural Topic Modeling, KCI
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