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<Abstract>

Minjok, Gungmin, Gukga
—Tracking Changes in the Meaning of National Discourse in
Chosun Ilbo Articles Using Dynamic Word Embedding (1920-40)

Kim, Byungjun - Jun, Bong Gwan

This paper selects 844,251 regular articles from the Chosun Ilbo data,
published from the first issue in 1920 to the last issue in 1940, and uses
dynamic word embedding and trend tests to illustrate the changes in the
meaning of national discourse-related vocabulary (‘minjok’, ‘gungmin’,
and ‘gukga’) over time. Prior research on national discourse in Korea has
focused primarily on texts written prior to 1910 and relied on qualitative
readings of a limited number of texts. Using digital humanities
methodology, this paper attempts to interpret the national discourse
embedded in the texts of the Chosun Ilbo during the two decades of
Japanese colonization. We determined four factors in relation to our
research hypothesis:

1) “Minjok,” “gungmin,” and “gukga” are the most frequently
occurring words with significant contextual differences among the words
analyzed. 2) The contextual shift in ethnicity is a result of both internal
and external factors, such as the consolidation of socialism and Japanese
fascism. 3) The similarity between ‘minjok-gukga’ and ‘gungmin-gukga’
over time reveals distinct tendencies, with the turning point being the
reinforcement of the “Japan and Korea are One Entity” ideology. 4) The
increasing contextual distinction between “minjok” and “gungmin” can

be attributed to socialism and Japanese nationalization policies.
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Key words: national discourse, Chosun llbo, digital humanities, dynamic
word embedding, trend test
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